SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 2 AUGUST 2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE SARL HF PHONE CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 

AMSAT SA VIRTUAL SPACE SYMPOSIUM ON 22 AUGUST 

and 

THE SARL VHF WORKSHOP ON 19 SEPTEMBER 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We start the bulletin this morning with news of a silent key. 


It is with regret that we announce that the key of Grahame Robertson, ZRIHG 
went silent on Tuesday 28 July. We extend our sincere sympathies to his family 
and friends. 


PAUSE 
THE SARL HF PHONE CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 


The first of the SARL HF Contests takes to the air this afternoon at 14:00 UTC. 
It is the HF Phone Contest with activity on 20, 40 and 80 metres until 17:00 
UTC. The exchange is an RS report and a consecutive serial number starting at 
001. You can participate as a Single Operator Single Band or a Single Operator 
All Band station, Clubs can participate as Multi Operator Single Band or Multi 
Operator All Band stations. 


Each QSO counts 1 point, with 2 points for each call area worked per band and 
2 points for each station worked on all three bands. Trophies are awarded to the 
first place and the highest single band score in this contest. There is a trophy 
for the contestant in his or her first year of operating achieving the highest score 
— please indicate when you wrote the RAE. There are also trophies for the radio 
amateur under the age of 25 and to the YL achieving the highest score in the 
three contests. 


Submit your log in ADIF or Cabrillo with a summary sheet or make use of 
the downloadable MS Excel spreadsheet. The logs must reach the Contest 
Committee at zs4bfn@mweb.co.za before 23:59 CAT on Sunday 9 August. Turn 
to page 35 of the 2020 Blue Book for the rules. 


REVERSE BEACON NETWORK MAP DATA 


The Reverse Beacon Network (RBN) has introduced what it is calling ”"RBN 
Map Data,” an open-source world map of spots with each trace colour-coded by 
band, so visit http://beta.reversebeacon.net /main.php. RBN Developer Pete 
Smith, N4ZR, says the map feature may be offline from time to time as devel- 
opers continue to work on it, and he would like to hear from users, so please 
send him an e-mail to n4zr@comcast.net. (ARRL Letter) 


AMSAT SA VIRTUAL SPACE SYMPOSIUM 22 AUGUST 2020 


AMSAT SA has converted its annual Space Symposium into a live online event 
to take place from 10:00 to 15:00 CAT on Saturday 22 August with a lunch 
break to have your sandwiches at home. Burns Fisher, WB1JF will join the 
symposium from the USA with two presentations. In one of his papers Burns 
will present a small, easy-to-deploy telemetry station called Fox-in-a-Box, a good 
way for amateurs to get started in satellite telemetry collection with a modest 
investment. 


There will be a feature about AMSAT OSCAR 7, the longest operating ama- 
teur satellite. You will learn about SATNOGs and how to track and decode 
thousands of small satellites in orbit with simple hardware/software requiring 
minimal outlay. Hannes Coetzee and his team will present the latest develop- 
ments in the AfriCUBE project. 


To book, visit www.amsatsa.org.za. If you are a member of the SARL or AM- 
SATSA and you register before 17 August, it will only cost you R30. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND ON 22 AND 23 AUGUST 


The 2020 Lighthouse and Lightship weekend has not been cancelled because of 
the virus pandemic, it will be held on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 August at 
a lighthouse near you. Please follow the lock down regulations. On page 49 
to 51 of the August 2020 issue of Radio ZS, you will find a list of Namibian 
and South African lighthouses. And the information about the 2020 Southern 
African Lighthouse Award! Send your log of all QSOs made on 22 and 23 August 
(lighthouses and other radio amateurs) to secretaryQsarl.org.za by Monday 31 
August 2020. SARL News thinks that the Umhlanga Rocks lighthouse is the 
easiest one to activate! 


THE SARL VHF WORKSHOP ON 19 SEPTEMBER 


The SARL VHF workshop will return from 10:00 - 13:00 CAT on Saturday 
19 September 2020 with an online version. Some of the subjects that will be 
addressed include aircraft scatter, a multi-mode beacon system and new Yagis 
for 2 metres and 70 centimetres. Diarise the date and keep an eye on the SARL 
home page for more details. 


TWO SPRINTS NEXT WEEKEND 


The second leg of the SARL YL Sprint takes place from 12:00 to 14:00 UTC on 
Sunday 9 August, which is National Women’s Day. It is a CW and phone sprint 
on the 40-metre band and the exchange is a RS or RST Report and YL or YM. 
The second leg of the SARL Youth Sprint takes place from 12:00 to 14:00 UTC 
on Monday 10 August, which is a public holiday. International Youth Day is on 
12 August. It is a CW and phone sprint on the 40-metre band and the exchange 
is a RS or RST report and the operator’s age. All the Young Radio amateurs 
are encouraged to participate, and you are welcome to invite a young person to 
your shack to participate under your supervision. 


Find the rules on pages 55 and 56 of the 2020 Blue Book. 
HIGH-ALTITUDE BALLOON GOES DOWN 


Op page 12 of the July 2020 Radio ZS, the story of Tom, W5KUB’s high- 
altitude balloon is told. Well the high-altitude balloon went down around 21 
July between Greenland and Norway after 72 days aloft and more than three 
trips around Earth. “It got stuck in the Arctic for several weeks, making loops,” 
Tom Medlin, W5KUB, said. ”We are getting ready to launch W5KUB-21, an 
SBS-13 balloon with lithium polymer (LiPo) battery. Testing on ground is 
showing that we are getting 24-hour tracking. We hope to launch that in the next 
week or two.” Follow the proceedings at http://w5kub.com/. (ARRL Letter) 


CONTEST RESULTS 


Eleven logs were received for the Winter QRP Contest held on Saturday 18 July. 
Two of the logs were check logs. 


1st Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS — 160 points 

2nd Kobus Boshoff, ZS6BOS — 100 points 

3rd Dienie Schnetler, ZS6DNI — 48 points 

A big thank you to all who took part and submitted the 32 logs for the ZS2 
Sprint held on Sunday 19 July. 770 QSOs were made — 143 of them with ZS2 
stations. 

1st the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society, ZS2PE — 161 points 

2nd Dave Higgs, ZS2DH — 100 points 

3rd Andre Le Roux, ZS2AL and Barry Nugent, ZS2NF - 98 points 

The results have been published in HF Happenings 910. 

PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There are two sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations 
visible. Minor C-class flaring is possible. If you want to do your own frequency 
predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 


one. The 20 and 30 m bands will, especially around sunset, provide some DX 
fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a Diary of some upcoming events: 

This afternoon - the SARL HF Phone Contest 

9 August — National Women’s Day and the YL Sprint 

10 August — a public holiday and the Youth Sprint 

12 August — International Youth Day 

12 to 13 August - Perseids meteor shower 

15 August — the SARL 95 40 m Club Sprint and Victory in the Pacific Day 
16 August — the SARL HF Digital Contest 


22 August — the AMSAT SA Virtual Space Symposium and the AGM of the 
Namibian Amateur Radio League 


22 and 23 August — the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 
29 and 30 August — the SARL HAMNET Winter Exercise 

30 August — the SARL HF CW Contest 

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main story: 


The first of the SARL HF Contests takes to the air this afternoon at 14:00 UTC. 
It is the HF Phone Contest with activity on 20, 40 and 80 metres until 17:00 
UTC. The exchange is an RS report and a consecutive serial number starting 
at 001. The rules have changed since the 2019 contest. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program can be 
heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side- 
band. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings 
at 19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, 
comments and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


